STATE OF ARKANSAS
MIKE BEERE
GOVERNOR

October 13, 2009

The Honorable Gary Locke, Secretary
.S, Department of Commerce (NTIA)
1401 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20230

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide further information about the overall
prioritization of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act’s broadband efforts for the State
of Arkansas. Our approach in this process is to focus on current Arkansas-based efforts, which
are attached for your review, I also wish to outline the overarching statewide broadband projects
existing in Arkansas.

In July, I designated Connect Arkansas as the lead organization to apply for broadband
ARRA dollars on behalf of the State, and I fully support its efforts as the State’s designated
organization and as an applicant for this broadband funding cycle. With this designation and the
quality of Connect Arkansas’s proposal, I look forward to it being funded and serving as the
coordinating entity for all broadband efforts deployed in our State.

Arkansas is collaborating with all relevant ARRA grant programs and wtilizing the
Commerce Department’s National Telecommunication and Information Administration (NTIA)
as the cornerstone of this initiative. This collaboration is most critical in supporting health care
for both the State Health Information Exchange Cooperative Agreement and the Health
Information Technology Extension Program. Additionally, Arkansas is also coordinating with
other national entities, including the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation’s Opportunity Online
Broadband Grant Program for Arkansas libraries. '

[ appreciate your support of our Arkansas broadband initiatives and look forward to
answering any questions you may have, Please contact Frank Scott of my staff at (501)683-6462
with follow-up information or inquiries.

Sincerely,

Mike Beebe
MB:jb

Stare Caprron., SUTE 230 » Lrrme Rocd AR 72201
TerepreNe (5011 6822345 « Fax (3011 682-1382
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